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Koalas in Matsudo
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Before me stood a tall white trunk, the light, fresh, familiar
scent filling the air. A ghostly gum, a eucalyptus tree. The sight
of it almost moved me to tears, because I was more than eight
thousand kilometers from home and would never have imagined
to see a eucalyptus tree here of all places.

I asked my friend, a local who had grown up in the area. “There’s
lots of eucalyptus trees in Matsudo.” He told me. “Because we
have a sister city in Australia. We even have koalas on our
manhole covers!”

But what city? Google supplied the rest of the information:
Whitehorse. Memories instantly came flooding back, of my
teenaged years as a high school student, all of us piling off the
train at Box Hill station in the city of Whitehorse, buying bubble
tea (our name for tapioca) and studying - much like I had seen
local students doing around Matsudo.

Sometimes, living abroad can be lonely. You yearn for the
things from back home, for familiarity and for nostalgia. But
other times, you really see how no matter the country, there are
similarities as well. Uniformed high schoolers drinking bubble
tea is just one of them. The kindness and friendliness of local
people is another. There have been many times when I have
been lost and confused in Japan - what train do I catch, where
can I by baking soda, what is an “inkan” and where can I get one
- but every time, someone has helped me with a smile.

I love living in Japan, and especially in Matsudo city. Despite
struggling at times, I'm glad that luck led me to here. Not only is
Matsudo city a progressive place (as seen by having a same sex
partnership system) but where else in Japan can you see koalas
outside the zoo?

Later, I spotted a koala manhole cover that my friend had told
me about. I snapped a picture of it, and sent it to my mum back
home, saying “Look! We have koalas here too!”
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