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Colleen C. Schmuckal

When I first moved to Matsudo, I never thought this place
would become my “home away from home”. However, after
almost a decade of being a resident in Matsudo, getting
married to my love and bringing my first child into the
world, I know Matsudo will always be my home. That is
because the people here are wonderful.

I'm now a lecturer and research specialist on shamisen,
teaching students at Rikkyo University, Tokyo College of
Music and Tokyo University of the Arts about what makes
Japanese traditional music so unique within today’s musical
scene. As a cultural ambassador of Matsudo, I was able to b 1 '
bring my musical expertise to a broader audience, leading gmEEs<c [fEEHEe L] 2EE (az;g;l/gnews every. THG%)
interactive workshops andperforming shamisen live, both

traditional songs and my own compositions, throughout the city. I am presently working on an interactive
website to present my research and activities, focusing on my fieldwork on Hanawa-bayashi in Akita Prefecture,
to better quantify and legitimize all Japanese music throughout Japan and abroad.

It was through being a cultural ambassador and working directly with the Matsudo community that I learned of
the cultural richness within Matsudo city itself, both historically andinternationally. However, this rich history is
not typically celebrated, or even well known within Matsudo itself. Therefore, my present research and shamisen
goal is to start creating new musical interactions, based on regional history and culture, between everyone living
in Matsudo: the old, young, Japanese, and foreign. I'm presently learning Mansaku-odori, a uniquely Matsudo
tradition that utilizes shamisen, in the hopes to find a fun, easy way to incorporate this music into our
communities, giving everyone a chance to experience this dying genre first-hand. I want children to pick up
drumsticks and play along with the shamisen and for parents to dance and feel these traditional rhythms in new,
meaningful ways. I very much believe it is the people of Matsudo that is this city’s biggest asset. So I hope that
through these activities I can bring all of us “people” together to continue to create and share Matsudo’s history,
culture, and, most of all, wonderful music.
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